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 Abstract 

 In this article I 

will discuss how to 

maintain harmony 

through the means 

of music. The World 

Ethnic Music 

Festival as part of 

the World Culture 

Forum 2013, has 

given a chance for 

musicians through 

out the world to 

gather in Bali. The 

main theme of this 

symposium is “We are one in Harmony”. 

 To achieve that theme, there are lots of ways to do, one of them is 

through music. In order to gain harmony through music, we must first 

understand the musical culture and its social cultural context. This is to 

avoid misunderstanding of the culture. After that, there should be inter-

cultural collaboration as a way to make harmony through different cultures. 

Through these projects, harmony through music will be achieved. 
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Firstly, I would like to thank the World Ethinc Music Festival 2013 as 

part of The World Culture Forum for organizing this symposium. I’m 

honored to be here to speak about music. Nowdays, there is no more 

borders between countries in the world, we can all see that this is becoming 

a big community. Especially about music. It is leaning towards a global 

continent of musicians. All of us are lucky to be a part of this festival, we 

can witness various musics from around the globe. It is a big benefit for us, 

especially for me to watch and study the music that are performed in this 

festival.  

 The main theme of this festival is: “We are one in harmony”. Its 

actually an abstract theme that needs to be explained and understood. The 

question is, how can we be in harmony? I would like to share my thoughts 

about this topic. My answer for that question is “Music”. But this answer 

makes us ask more questions. How do we make the harmony through 

music? 

 As we all know, music has always been a part of humans culture. 

Where ever we go through out the world, we will always find music in that 

culture. Music has been a way for human beings to express themselves. 

Music contains sounds from simple till the most complex type. People will 

always pratice music, it is also considered one way to make them more 

relieved.  

Like I’ve explained before, through this festival we have learned lots of 

ethnical music. It has enriched our knowledge about music. After having 

performances, jam sessions, and discussions, what is it that we are aiming 

for? If the goal is equivalen with the theme, now it’s time to think how to 

implement that theme. I think, one way to do that is by intercultural 

collaboration by music. In this context, there are several things to be 

considered. 



1. We should understand about the music and its social cultural 

context. This is a fundamental issue, we don’t want to cause problems 

because the lack of knowledge and understanding of the music and 

the cultural context. For example, mantra is a form of singing that is 

used in Hindhu for prayers, it will be very unappropriate that the 

mantras used in a so called music not related to the religion. Music 

can sometimes become a sensitive issues in a social community. 

2. In collaboration, it is important that we appreciate one another. 

Collaboration can be commited by determining a certain theme, then 

fill up that theme. This certainly is based on the ability of the 

composer to collaborate the musical aspects, both conceptually and 

technically. This will insure that the artwork will not be a “COPAS” 

(copy paste) between two different music cultures. 

3. Making world music projects based on ethinc music 

World music that are produced, should consist of Q I C N. Q stands for 

quality. There should be a quality in the art works that are created, in 

concept, forms, and performance. I stands for identity. Every art works will 

have an identity if it has been thought and executed with a clear concept. C 

is competitif. High quality music with an identity, will find its place in the 

music industry. Last is N, which stands for networking. Good networking 

with the musicians and music industry, will guarante that the music will be 

well produced and financed. 

With all of these concepts, we can ensure that we can create harmony 

through music. Understanding, appreciating, and networking to produce 

creative art works is a way to create harmony. In other words, harmony can 

be achieved through music with intercultural collaboration. 
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